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In response to the Office action mailed July 16, 2002, please amend the above- 
identified patent application as follows: 



70 
» -1 

O 



- 1 \ 

o 



In the Abstract: 

Please replace the Abstract at page 18 with the following rewritten paragraph: 



--Monitoring an optical signal utilizing optical heterodyne detection involves 
^ attenuating an input signal before the input signal is combined with a local oscillator 
signal. The input signal is attenuated in order improve the signal to noise ratio of the 
heterodyne signal that is generated when the input signal and the local oscillator 
signal are combined. The signal to noise ratio of the heterodyne signal improves with 
attenuation of the input signal, specifically in the case where the intensity noise from 
the input signal is the dominant noise source, because the heterodyne signal and the 
intensity noise of the input signal scale differently with attenuation of the input 
signal.-- 
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